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St. Mary Church 
 794 Pearson Street  •  Des Plaines, Illinois  60016-6498  •  Phone 847-824-8144  •  Fax 847-824-3906  

 

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ENGAGEMENT

 

We share your joy and we offer you our support and the spiritual formation needed for your marriage.  Think of it this way:  You are planning for a life together and the wedding day itself. so keep the following in mind:

Trust in God and pray together

Keep your primary focus on why you are entering a marriage.

 

God has chosen you for a marriage covenant not a contract.  A covenant is made up of two people who:

·
Come freely and without reservation to give themselves to each other in marriage 

·
Will love and honor each other as husband and wife for the rest of their lives

·
Will accept children loving from God, and bring them up according to the teachings of Jesus Christ and His Church.

 

The Archdiocese of Chicago has good marriage preparation programs to help couples build their strengths and identify growth areas.  Planning and living a marriage takes two to work.  Put good preparation into your commitment, and walk confidently yet humbly with each other and the Lord.  Christ is with you every step of the way.  Sincerely,

 

Fr. Lawrence Collins, Pastor
Fr. Martin Bedoya, Associate Pastor

Deacons Michael Bretz, Faustino Villaseñor, and James O’Malley

Mary Gifford, Music Director
Noreen Brodzik, Coordinator – wedding decorations
 

 WEDDING GUIDELINES:

Initial steps:

Meet with the priest or deacon at least six months prior to the wedding date.

Schedule the date and time.  Saturdays at 12:00 or 2:30 PM are the standard times.  You may also have a wedding on Friday.  Also discuss the time for your rehearsal.

Start obtaining the following:

A recent copy of your Baptismal certificate:  Call or write the church where you were baptized.

Confirmation certificate

Affidavits (we will explain this)   

 

Marriage Preparation:  The Church requires your participation in marriage formation as the programs are designed to support the growth of your relationship and your marriage.  

 

 

The Marriage License:  This is issued by the Cook County Clerk’s Office.  The closest location to Des Plaines is the Rolling Meadows Courthouse, 2121 Euclid Ave.  Call them at 847.818.2451 before going so you have the required proper identification.

 

The Wedding Celebration:

Material will be given to you to help select scripture readings, vows and other related prayers.  Keep the workbook you receive at marriage preparation.

A rehearsal outline will be provided.

A wedding with the Mass may take place if both the bride and groom are Catholic and have received the sacraments of Baptism and Eucharist.  A Mass with the wedding is not mandatory.  A wedding ceremony is offered for couples that are from different religious traditions.

The unity candle or special customs such as the coins, the lazo etc. may be included.  Let us know if you have a relative or friend who is a priest that would be participating or presiding at the ceremony.  

 

Music:  The parish Music Director serves as organist and/or principal musician at all St. Mary weddings.  As principal musician for the wedding, the Music Director is entrusted with the authority for determining the suitability of musical selections within the context of the Roman Catholic wedding liturgy, and must approve all music and musicians chosen for the ceremony.  The Music Director also bears the essential responsibility of ensuring the proper performance and timing of the various musical portions of the wedding liturgy.   The Music Director’s basic fee is included in your parish wedding fee; additional musicians will be contracted by the Music Director and their fees will be paid directly by you.   Whether you prefer to keep things simple – with just an organist and perhaps a cantor – or quite elaborate – with organist, brass, and strings – or anything in between, our Music Director stands ready to assist you with your planning.  Please contact Music Director, Mrs. Mary Gifford, at 708-267-6485 to arrange for a consultation. 

 

Flowers and decorations:

Our wedding coordinator for church decorations, Noreen Brodzik, will contact you for suggestions and questions you have regarding floral arrangements.  

White Runner:  The aisle is 75 feet long.   Throwing silk or plastic petals on the runner is OK, as long as the bridal party removes everything after the ceremony.

 

The donation for the church is $500 and is paid prior to the rehearsal.  Please give a gratuity for the two altar servers. 

Pictures and videotape are permitted.  Please ask your photographers etc. to meet with the priest before the ceremony for restricted areas and guidelines.

 

Decorum:  Low-cut, sleeveless, and/or slits, in a bridal gown (for bride and bridesmaids) is inappropriate and not allowed.  Remember this is a religious ceremony.   Rice, confetti, or bird seed may not be used for safety reasons.

No alcoholic beverages or cigarettes are allowed in the church.  

You both must sign the statement that you understand and agree to these guidelines.  

 

